Dicranum nipponense is reported for the first time for Russia, in Primorsky Territory and Kunashir Island of Kuril Islands. This species was known before from Japan, Korea and Taiwan. Its differencies from D. scoparium and D. bonjeanii are disscussed.
As a result of a study of Dicranum species growing in Russia Dicranum nipponense Besch. has been found in collections, previously referred to D. bonjeanii De Not. and D. scoparium Hedw., from Russian Far East in IRK. Firstly, L. Bardunov has re-idendified one specimen of Dicranum bonjeanii from Ussuriskii Reserve as D. nipponense, but has never published his result. I found D. nipponense in several more localities in Primorskij Territory: Ussuriiskij reserve (3 localities), Lazovskij Reserve, "Kedrovaya Pad" Reserve, and in Kunashir Island (Kuril Islands).
Dicranum nipponense Besch. Fig. 1 Plants in compact, green to yellowish-green tufts. Stems 2-5 cm long, unevenly foliate with leaves more crowded at shoot ti p. Leaves falcate or appressed with upper leaves falcate when dry, lanceolate, lower leaves ca. 3 mm long, upper leaves up to 7 mm, broadest just above the base, narrowed to a broad, keeled subula, acute or narrowly acute at the apex; margins strongly dentate in the upper 1/3 part, subentire below; costa usually ending just below the apex or rarely shortly excurrent, comparatively weak, with 2-3 serrate ridges at back in the upper half. Inner perichaetial leaves convolute-sheating, the innermost the largest, to 10 mm long, from the wide-oblong base abruptly narrowed to a rather short and entire subula, the outer perichaetial leaves short, with a comparatively long and serrate subula. Seta 2-4 cm long. Capsule cylindric, 3-4 mm long, about 1 mm in diam., brown, nearly symmetric, inclined, with a tapering neck, scarcely furrowed or not furrowed when dry. Spores 16-20 μm. Normal male plants somewhat more slender than the females. Dwarf male plants 0.5-1.5 mm long; antheridia few.
This species occurs mainly on rotten wood and rarely on trunk of tree.
According to Takaki (1964) D. ni pponense is somewhat variable in leaf-shape and the serration of leaf-margins; Noguchi (1986) indicates that this species is variable in size.
Dicranum nipponense can be distinguished from the other allied species of Dicranum in stem unevenly foliate with crowded leaves, falcate, lanceolate, broadest just above the base and keeled above with a broad and dentate point, 3-5 -upper laminal cells; 6 -leaf transverse section; 7 -lower leaf cells; 8 -basal leaf cells; 9 -stem leaves; 10 -inner perichaetial leaf; 11-13 -outer perichaetial leaves. Scale bars: 1 cm for 1-2; 5 mm for 9-13; 100 μm for 3-8. 5 mm 1 cm Dicranum ni pponense found in Russian Far East leaf cells linear-rectangular and strongly porose, inner perichaetial leaves long in proportion to the length of stem leaves, and innermost perichaetial leaf ubruptly narrowed to a short and entire subula (Fig. 1) 
